
Ox ford Univer sity will this week be come a founder mem ber of a new, pan-Euro pean net work of
fu ture lead ers, aim ing to tackle the con ti nent’s prob lems and “step over” the im me di ate dis rup tion of
Brexit, the scheme’s Bri tish orig i na tor says.

Ox ford and St An drews are among 13 elite in sti tu tions to have signed up to a scholars’ pro gramme
run by the Europaeum, an as so ci a tion of lead ing Euro pean uni ver si ties, that asks post grad u ate re- 
searchers for prac ti cal so lu tions to so cial and po lit i cal is sues such as hu man traf fick ing, youth un em- 
ploy ment and re gional sep a ratism. An drew Gra ham, the for mer mas ter of Bal liol Col lege, Ox ford,
told the Guardian he had the idea for a type of Rhodes schol ar ship for Europe in the wake of the
Brexit ref er en dum.

Gra ham said he found him self “push ing at an open door” when he first pro posed the scheme to
the uni ver si ties in volved in 2017, and again in his en tre pre neur ial fundrais ing ef forts to meet the
roughly €10,000 (nearly £9,000) cost for each scholar.

“Brexit was ab so lutely part of it, but uni ver si ties in Helsinki and Madrid and Prague, and else- 
where, face is sues that are just as in tractable.

“There’s the rise of the far right in Ger many, the dis putes in Cat alo nia, the ten sion around mi gra- 
tion, and high rates of youth un em ploy ment in places such as Greece and Por tu gal,” Gra ham said.

“These are Euro pean prob lems, not just EU or eu ro zone prob lems alone. But it was Brexit that
made me think it was time for some thing fresh.”

By iden ti fy ing and train ing fu ture lead ers for Europe, Gra ham – who worked in Down ing Street as
an ad viser to Harold Wil son – wants the pro gramme to show that uni ver si ties can act to over come
the causes that pro voked Brexit.

“The Brexit re sult clearly had a lot to do with a fun da men tal ab sence of lead er ship. But it was also
about op po si tion to ev i dence, and an in for ma tion bar rier among large parts of the pub lic,” he said.

“As aca demics we have to think, what hap pened to the val ues of the Enlightenment and the in- 
sights from the sci en tific rev o lu tion? What the hell did we do wrong?”

The 30 hand-picked scholars will take part in the first classes in Ox ford this week, with a fur ther
seven mod ules in 2018 and 2019 in venues such as Lei den, Geneva and Prague. The group in cludes
four grad u ates from Ox ford and three from St An drews.

The scholars will di vide into groups and take spe cific prob lems to solve over two years. For the pi- 
lot pro gramme to be a suc cess, Gra ham said, its out comes will have to be mean ing ful pol icy ini tia- 
tives.

“The re sults of their ef forts have got to have value. I don’t nec es sar ily mean mon e tary value, but
value for so ci ety. They can be ide al is tic, but they also have to be pinned into re al ity – ideally some- 
thing that could be im ple mented in one form or another,” Gra ham said.
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