
More than 22,500 mi grants have died or dis ap peared glob ally since 2014, more than half of them
while at tempt ing to cross the Mediter ranean, ac cord ing to an au thor i ta tive report by the UN’s In ter- 
na tional Or gan i sa tion for Mi gra tion (IOM).

A clam p down on Europe’s east ern bor ders has forced mi grants to choose more dan ger ous routes,
with the death toll in the Mediter ranean con tin u ing to rise de spite a drop in the over all num ber of ar- 
rivals, data com piled by the UN mi gra tion agency re veals.

“While over all num bers of mi grants at tempt ing to cross the Mediter ranean by the east ern route
were re duced sig nif i cantly in 2016 by the Euro pean UnionTurkey state ment, death rates have in- 
creased to 2.1 per 100 in 2017, rel a tive to 1.2 in 2016,” reads the IOM report, which is re leased to day.

“Part of this rise is due to the greater pro por tion of mi grants now tak ing the most dan ger ous route
– across the cen tral Mediter ranean – such that 1 in 49 mi grants now died on this route in 2016.”

Since 2014, more deaths have been doc u mented here than on any other mi gra tion route in the
world. In the first half of this year, the IOM said at least 3,100 mi grants had died or dis ap peared glob- 
ally, which is lower than the fig ure of 4,348 in 2016. But the risk of dy ing has in creased in the
Mediter ranean even though fewer mi grants crossed into Europe.

“The cen tral Mediter ranean route, end ing at Lampe dusa or the main is land of Si cily, ac counts
only for about a quar ter of al most 1.5 mil lion peo ple who have ar rived since 2014 on all routes, but for
88% of all mi grant deaths in the Mediter ranean,” it said.

Last month, Amnesty In ter na tional crit i cised Italy for tak ing mea sures to keep mi grants away
from its shores, which it said have led to “their ar bi trary de ten tion in cen tres where they are at al most
cer tain risk of tor ture, rape and even of be ing killed”. The IOM’s report also com plained about smug- 
glers in Libya and Italy increasingly us ing less sea wor thy ves sels.
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Jean-Guy Vataux, head of mis sion in Libya for Médecins Sans Fron tières, told the Guardian that
nearly all peo ple res cued from drown ing from the Mediter ranean had been “ex posed to an alarm ing
level of vi o lence and ex ploita tion”.

Re stric tions on the east ern route meant the num ber of ar rivals in coun tries such as Croa tia, Serbia
and Mace do nia had dropped dra mat i cally. The three coun tries, which are not part of the EU’s Schen- 
gen bor der-free zone, re stricted mi grants’ ac cess in late 2015.

In the first half of this year, at least seven mi grants have died of hy pother mia dur ing the win ter
months in the west ern Balkans. The In ter na tional Com mit tee of the Red Cross has re cently pub lished
a report warn ing against the dan gers of the route.

More than 120,000 peo ple have ar rived in Europe by sea so far this year. About 82% of all mi- 
grants were trav el ling to Italy from Libya. Oth ers de parted from Turkey bound for Greece or, more
re cently, from Morocco bound for Spain. In June, Ital ian coast guards res cued about 5,000 peo ple in
one day in the Mediter ranean.

The IOM report cov ers the pe riod from Jan uary 2014 until the end of June and does not re flect
the re cent de vel op ments in Myan mar, where atroc i ties against the coun try’s Ro hingya Muslim mi- 
nor ity have led to an ex o dus of thou sands to neigh bour ing Bangladesh.

The IOM report, en ti tled Fa tal Jour neys, has been com piled by the Ber lin based Global Mi gra tion
Data Anal y sis Cen tre. It is the only ex ist ing database on mi grant deaths at a global level, col lected
through var i ous means in clud ing of fi cial records and me dia reports.

Ann Sin gle ton, se nior re search fel low at Bris tol Univer sity’s school for pol icy stud ies, said: “Bet ter
data on mi grant fa tal i ties can also help to in form poli cies aimed at re duc ing mi grant deaths.”


