
Bri tish uni ver si ties are at risk of “col lapse” af ter Brexit as the fu ture of tens of thou sands of for- 
eign aca demics is called into doubt, ac cord ing to a new re port. Changes in im mi gra tion rules will
make it in creas ingly dif fi cult for uni ver si ties to hire and re tain top aca demic tal ent, which could put
their high stand ing in in ter na tional league ta bles at risk, ac cord ing to the Bri tish Academy.

Cur rently 40,000 non-UK EU staff work in UK uni ver si ties, with mod ern lan guages, math e mat- 
ics, physics

and eco nomics pre dicted to be par tic u larly badly af fected by Brexit be cause of their high con cen- 
tra tion of EU staff.

“You take all those staff mem bers away and the uni ver si ties will just col lapse,” says Pro fes sor Ash
Amin, for eign sec re tary of the Bri tish Academy.

The high pro por tion of in ter na tional staff at UK uni ver si ties is a tes ta ment to the abil ity of UK in- 
sti tu tions to at tract tal ent from over seas, the re port says. This is es pe cially true for the hu man i ties,
which the Bri tish Academy fo cuses on, and which made up six of the top 10 sub jects in the re port’s
rank ing of EU staff pro por tions.

The fig ures are par tic u larly trou bling in some re gions. Nearly a quar ter of all aca demic staff at
higher ed u ca tion in sti tu tions in North ern Ire land, for ex am ple, are from non-UK EU coun tries.

As it stands, there is a great deal of un cer tainty sur round ing the fu ture sta tus of EU na tion als in
the UK, es pe cially those who have not al ready ac crued five years of res i dency. The au thors of the re- 
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port warn that this needs to be ad dressed in or der to re tain EU re searchers in UK in sti tu tions.
“It is crit i cal that the Gov ern ment takes ac tion and puts an end to this un cer tainty,” says Pro fes sor

Amin. “To day’s re port de picts pre cisely what is at stake: the UK’s po si tion as a world leader in higher
ed u ca tion and re search.” These fears are not un founded, with over 1,300 aca demics from EU coun- 
tries al ready re ported to have left UK uni ver si ties in the past year. “We are hear ing re ports, es pe cially
from early ca reer aca demics, who are feel ing quite un cer tain when mak ing the de ci sion about
whether to build a ca reer here,” says Amin.

“The Gov ern ment needs to make a de ci sion very soon about the right of Euro peans to stay in the
UK,” says Pro fes sor Amin. “We are call ing on Gov ern ment to guar an tee a right to re main in def i nitely
for nonUK EU aca demics and their de pen dents work ing here.”

The Depart ment for Ed u ca tion has been con tacted for com ment.


