
Shazia ar rived in Bri tain from Pak istan in 1990, set tled with her hus band in Birm ing ham and felt
safe. They built a com fort able life to gether and had four chil dren; the el dest is now at univer sity and
the youngest is a pupil at Park field com mu nity pri mary school.

But Shazia, a Mus lim, no longer feels safe in the UK, she says. It’s not be cause of racism – she
works for a large com pany where her head scarf is not an is sue – but through con stant fear of ter ror ist
at tacks. They may be car ried out in the name of Is lam but, she says, they are in di rect con tra dic tion to
the faith’s paci fist teach ing and com pas sion.

She says it’s a hard mes sage to get across when the word “Mus lim” is splashed across the me dia
next to the words “ter ror ist” “bomb” and “mur der” and con fus ing for chil dren, Mus lim and non-Mus- 
lim alike. That’s why she’s here at school at 8.45am on a cold, wet Mon day to sup port her daugh ter at
a workshop to show par ents how the school pro motes equal ity and di ver sity. The hope is that by mak- 
ing sure all chil dren feel wel come and part of so ci ety at an early age, they are less likely to be se duced
by mil i tant ide ol ogy later on.

“When we came to this coun try ev ery thing was so safe but now when we go out we are scared.
Peo ple of all re li gions find bombs fright en ing,” says Shazia. “Chil dren go off to col lege or to univer sity
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or to work and say good bye to their fam i lies in the morn ing and then they never come back. When my
daugh ter goes to col lege I am not re laxed un til she gets back.”

Park field is an un usual school. It’s larger than the av er age pri mary with 775 pupils from 23 na- 
tion al i ties, and more than 98% of them are from Mus lim homes. It serves an area of east Birm ing ham
where three in quiries were held into an al leged “Tro jan Horse” plot by Mus lim gov er nors to take over
schools, but Park field was not in volved.

Fathers, moth ers, aunts and un cles join their chil dren in the class room. The les son is de signed to
pro mote di ver sity and co he sion, and is de vised by An drew Mof fat, Park field’s as sis tant head teacher.
He uses age-ap pro pri ate books and world events to teach chil dren that at school there are “no out- 
siders”, ev ery one is wel come, re gard less of the colour of their hair, or their race, re li gion, dis abil ity,
sex ual ori en ta tion or whether they like curry or roast beef. Wear ing the hi jab is not con tro ver sial here
– girls can choose one in the school colours.

As word spread about Mof fat’s meth ods other schools be gan to use the ma te ri als, and the City of
Le ices ter and Le ices ter shire county coun cil have be gun a pi lot in nine schools with the hope of rolling
it out across the re gion.

Rad i cal ism is not only about young Mus lims, it is also about young peo ple be ing rad i calised by the
far right, says Phil Har bour, an ed u ca tional psy chol o gist who is lead ing the Le ices ter pi lot. Har bour
says: “We have to be care ful we do not stereo type rad i cal i sa tion. He says cel e brat ing how won der ful it
is that so ci ety has so many dif fer ent kinds of peo ple is at the heart of No Out siders [the name of the
ma te ri als] and the gov ern ment’s Pre vent agenda to pro mote co he sion.

“We have chil dren in the pri mary stage for six years and if we can teach them that we are all dif- 
fer ent but that we can all get along then it is less likely that they will grow up to want to harm some- 
one else just be cause they come from a dif fer ent faith or cul ture. If you teach it at the pri mary stage
when chil dren are de vel op ing their be lief sys tems and moral val ues then, hope fully, as teenagers they
will be less sus cep ti ble to rad i cal i sa tion.”

But for now, par ents and chil dren are not think ing about ter ror ism, they are de cid ing how they
would wel come a po lar bear from the North Pole es cap ing from melt ing ice caps to take refuge in
their jun gle. How would he feel leav ing his home and what could the jun gle an i mals do to make him
feel wel come? What can they learn from each other? Does hav ing new peo ple from dif fer ent places
make the class bet ter?

There is stand ing room only as fam i lies help their chil dren with art work and mes sages to wel- 
come the po lar bear. Some paint Nor we gian flags and icy scenes, oth ers write mes sages. “You are wel- 
come at this school where there are no out siders,” writes one girl, while her mother uses her phone to
look up “wel come” in Nor we gian.

Mof fat is care ful to ground the teach ing in Bri tish law, build ing the lessons around the Equal i ties
Act 2010 which puts an equal ity duty on schools. He had al ready writ ten a book fo cus ing on sex ual
ori en ta tion – which also proved pop u lar among par ents and chil dren. Now, in his sec ond book, Re- 
claim ing rad i cal ideas in schools, he is look ing at counter-rad i cal ism.

“The first time I talked about ter ror ist events was af ter the Char lie Hebdo at tacks in Paris, when I
showed im ages of peo ple stand ing to gether, he says. A 10-year-old put up his hand and asked me why
the ter ror ists kill peo ple. I was a bit stumped, 150 faces were look ing at me for an an swer. I told them
that there are some peo ple who don’t want peo ple to be dif fer ent. They want one race, one re li gion,
one type of per son. That is the op po site of what we want.”



Back in the class room, Ab dul, the fa ther of twin girls, says: “Is lam is about peace, you are not al- 
lowed to harm a hu man or even a lit tle in sect. It is about peo ple living to gether and re spect ing each
other’s be liefs. There are nearly three mil lion Mus lims in the UK and this is just one vi o lent per son or
two peo ple hurt ing oth ers. It is com pletely un ac cept able to our re li gion.”

Chil dren are up set when they see re ports blam ing Is lam, he says. “When that ter ri ble bomb went
off at the Manch ester Arena, killing all those young peo ple, my daugh ter saw the news. She said to
me, ‘they are say ing on the news it was a Mus lim that did it. It can’t be. It’s such a hor ri ble, cruel
thing to do.’”

What does Mof fat tell the chil dren? “We look at the com mu nity co he sion that comes af ter the at- 
tack and study photos of a vigil or demon stra tion call ing for peace. I ask the chil dren what they see. Is
ev ery one the same race? Does ev ery one here have the same faith? Gen der? Age? What does this
photo show us about the UK today? It shows peo ple who are dif fer ent and who want to live in peace
to gether.”

Farzana, here with her two sons, says it’s bet ter for chil dren to learn about things at school rather
than get the wrong idea from out side. “My chil dren talk to me about dif fer ent re li gions. When they
grow up they will have a good mind set.”

Schools on their own will not make ev ery thing right – par ents, too, have a role to play, says Ab dul.
“But if we di rect the new gen er a tion along the right path, maybe we won’t have these sorts of prob- 
lems 20 or 30 years from now.”

‘If you teach it when they are de vel op ing be lief sys tems, then as teenagers they will be less sus cep- 
ti ble’ Phil Har bour Ed u ca tional psy chol o gist


