
I’m of ten hear ing that sin gle women are more likely to buy homes on their own than sin gle men.
Even in my early 20s, anec do tal re search backed this up: Many women in my friend group were pur- 
chas ing homes, or dream ing about do ing so, and not wait ing for a sig nif i cant other to do it.

Sta tis tics bear this out, too. Ac cord ing to the Na tional As so ci a tion of Real tors, sin gle women made
up 18 per cent of home buy ers from July 2016 to June 2017, a num ber that has risen for the third
straight year. Be hind cou ples, sin gle women are the largest group of home buy ers. Sin gle men buy
homes in much smaller numbers: They made up just 7 per cent of buy ers within that same pe riod.

Al though women and men are get ting some what closer to wage par ity, women still earn less than
men. So in come alone doesn’t ex plain the gap be tween sin gle male and fe male home buy ers.

Meghan Daum, a Los Angeles Times opin ion colum nist and au thor of “Life Would Be Per fect If I
Lived in That House,” posits that the fe male urge to own a home might be sim i lar to some women’s
bi o log i cal clocks. “I never had a bi o log i cal clock with ac tual chil dren, I had no in ter est in hav ing a
baby, so a lot of the en ergy that other peo ple would de vote to hav ing a baby I would de vote to hav ing
a house. If some body had a great apart ment or some thing I would have ma jor envy,” she says. Even if
they do want kids some day, Daum has no ticed a mo ment in her fe male friends’ lives when they be- 
come more in ter ested in dec o rat ing their homes and buy ing fur ni ture than in shop ping for clothes.
“It’s not that you’ve given up on your ap pear ance, but some how it’s so much more in ter est ing to think
about the aes thet ics of your space than the aes thet ics of your self,” she said.

Daum has no ticed sim i lar feel ings among male friends, but they seem un will ing to buy on their
own. “This is purely anec do tal, but men just seem not as in ter ested in do ing that un less they have a
part ner. I can’t tell you how many men I know that say: ‘Yeah, I’d love to buy a house but I’m not go- 
ing to do it by my self.’ ”

Al though Daum has al ways had a sense of pride in her home, own ing wasn’t al ways on her mind.
“It was never on my radar to buy any thing un til I was prob a bly in my early 30s,” she says. “But I was
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al ways in ter ested in hav ing a nice apart ment.”
Like Daum, I also felt an urge to buy as I neared my 30s. I was liv ing with a room mate in a home

she owned, and I had the en tire top floor to do with as I saw fit. When she in vited her boyfriend to
move in, I started look ing for a house to buy, not want ing to move into an im per sonal apart ment.

From a young age, I started pre par ing to have a place of my own some day. In mid dle school, I
started col lect ing glass ware and checked out dec o rat ing books from the li brary. In col lege and af ter- 
ward, I put as much of a per sonal stamp as pos si ble on each home I lived in, how ever tem po rary. In
my late 20s, as friends, cou pled or not, ex pressed a de sire to have chil dren, I couldn’t re late. But I did
feel a pull to put paint on my own walls and add heated tile to a bath room floor.

Un like men, women haven’t al ways been able to buy homes on their own. As re cently as the 1970s,
women needed a male rel a tive’s sig na ture to ap ply for credit. “Women are mak ing a lot more money
and are ca pa ble of mak ing more money than they were in the past on their own,” says Sarah Minka
Jack son, a real es tate agent in Los Angeles. “We’re in a time where be ing a strong, in de pen dent
woman is on the rise, so I think that women are com ing out of the mind-set of ‘I need to be mar ried to
buy a house,’ ‘I need to have a fam ily.’ Now it’s like, ‘I can do this my self. I don’t need to wait for any- 
body.’ ”

In Joan Ca ton Cromwell’s 15 years as a real es tate agent in the Wash ing ton area, she’s helped
many sin gle women buy homes. “If they’re watch ing HGTV they’re like, ‘I want to dec o rate; I want to
hang wall pa per.’ They kind of have this vi sion of what it is they want, and they just want to put down
roots and nest a lit tle bit,” she says.

While many of Cromwell’s clients are in ter ested in the prac ti cal el e ments of pur chas ing a home,
it’s usu ally about a lot more. “They want to make sure it’s a good in vest ment, but re ally they just want
to put down roots and be a part of a com mu nity,” she says. “I def i nitely see that with women in their
mid-30s, like, ‘Okay, I’m not go ing to wait around for a guy to do this. I’m go ing to go ahead and do
this on my own.’ ”

It’s this philo soph i cal pull that has Cromwell pre dict ing that the re cently passed tax bill won’t
keep peo ple from buy ing homes, sin gle or not. “I’ve never had a buyer come to me to pur chase a
home solely for tax pur poses. Most buy ers buy be cause they want the sense of per ma nence that be ing
a home owner can pro vide,” she says.

Once Daum bought her first home, she found that it met her ex pec ta tions. “It kind of lived up to
the hype. I just felt like I was at home,” she said. Her ex pe ri ence is echoed by many sin gle women
home own ers, in clud ing Tara Friesen, who bought her home in Omaha weeks be fore her 27th birth- 
day. “I’ve al ways thought I wanted to buy a house,” she says. “I’ve never re ally thought about wait ing
for any spe cific time.” So once she had saved up about $10,000 for a down pay ment and paid off her
stu dent loans, Friesen de cided it was time to buy. She loves to bake, so she took the kitchen, which
hadn’t been re mod eled since the 1970s, down to the studs. Then she re plas tered the walls, put in tall
cab i nets, gran ite coun ter tops and open shelv ing. “Only the ceil ing and floors stayed,” she says.

Friesen’s thoughts about home own er ship sound a lot like women I’ve known who chose to have
chil dren on their own. “I think the world we live in now, it just doesn’t feel like you need to do any- 
thing in any par tic u lar or der,” she says. “When you’re ready, you can just do what ever you want. I
think be fore you may have waited un til you were mar ried; I just don’t think that’s re ally a rule any- 
more.”


